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Janet Donaldson began the meeting by expressing enthusiasm for the Bond passing.  It was 
a great feeling knowing that we were moving forward on a design for a building that would 
actually be built. 
 
Schedule Update 
 Tom Bates went over the SD schedule with the group.   

 Meetings with the SDAT every 3 weeks in SD; 
  Looking ahead to DD having meetings once a month then less often in CD’s.  As 

well he explained what goes on in each phase through to construction. 
 Most involvement by SDAT finished by summer 2013 
 Liz expressed that one of the SDAT meetings falls on her birthday (April 23rd) 

and she will expect cake at that meeting.  The group agreed as long as they 
could sing happy birthday to her as well. 

 Conferencing has begun and needs another full day before the more detailed 
conferencing in March 

 Design Team responsibility to make building flexible for to accommodate future 
changes to use in the spaces 

 Conferencing will also be happening with the School District in terms of 
Transportation Department, Maintenance Department, and other departments 
which need input into the design of district facilities. 

 An Eco Charette needs to be arranged in the next couple weeks involving key 
personnel from the district, the principal, and the design team – the intent of this 
is to think about goals and strategies for sustainable design.  The Design Team 
will report back to the SDAT once it has been completed. 

 Community Meeting dates may be revised. 
 The district has mandated that the School will be designed to accommodate 650 

students – we will no longer be designing a 500 student option.  The team was 
informed of the growth in the program that will come as a result of this program 
change – this growth has not been reflected in what is being shown at this meeting. 

 The Geotech has completed their drilling and has informed Janet Donaldson informally 
that  there has already been a lot of material moved around on the site.  The primary 
make up of the dirt on site is a granular soil with some till.  Their impression is that it 
is mostly usable and can be moved and used on site. – good news as the design 
direction includes extensive regarding on and around the site. 

 The question came up about demolition of the existing building.  The community would 
like the building removed as soon as possible.  Janet Donaldson reiterated the need to 
work with the City of Seattle through the Master Use Permit process – MUP at the end 
of SD will bring about additional evaluations such as traffic studies, etc.  The Historic 
Nomination is being processed and soon to be submitted to Landmarks.  Hopeful to 
have demolition by the end of 2013. 
 General Contractors will like having the building already removed when bidding. 
 There is an oil tank under the existing building – we are hopeful that there will 

have been no leakage as the tank has sat abandoned in place for many years. 
 
Community Concerns 
 Comments were addressed by the design team from the community concerns as 

expressed through the West Seattle Blog and Neighborhood Council meetings.   
 One neighbor expressed concern about water run off onto their property – the 

District and Architects reinforced that the City of Seattle will require that all water 
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will be taken care of on site and there will not be an increased water flow off site 
to any adjacent properties. 

 Neighbors on 49th, along the East side of the property, have expressed concerns 
that there would be windows from the school looking right into their living space 
where now these houses look out on a field and trees. – The design team 
expressed that windows in the classrooms will not face East or West due to Glare 
issues but rather on the North and South sides of the building to take advantage 
of favorable solar orientations.  The neighbors in attendance were relieved to 
know that there would not be window facing the houses. 

 One neighbor expressed concerns about noise from rooftop mechanical units – 
The design team and District informed them that the district does not allow 
Rooftop mechanical units – the mechanical units would be contained in the 
Service yard and this should not be an issue for noise or sight issues.  The 
question came up about the possibility of Green roofs on the lower building and 
the design team suggested that they were being considered but didn’t know if the 
budget would allow it or if the District would be willing to go there.  It is under 
investigation. 

 The 49th street residents would like a meeting with the School District 
Representative and the School Principal 

 Concerns were fielded about having the parking lot in the lower bowl --   The 
neighbors are concerned about noise and pollution.  The school and district 
reinforced that this would be strictly staff parking and its use would be minimized 
with a gate to lock it off after hours.  The neighbors reiterated that noise in that 
bowl reflects directly into their living spaces and were concerned about evening 
events that may use that parking lot.  The Design team will work with the 
acoustics engineer during design to mitigate this concern. – as well, the 
regarding of the site could help with this  as well as other sound isolation 
measured could be designed and implemented. 

 Concerns were raised about the access to the easement by the power company 
who regularly comes through and trims the trees around the power lines that run 
along that property line – It was expressed that access would still be provided 
and that the power company would be involved in the design. 

 Concerns about pavement adjacent to the property line for fire access around the 
building were reduced through ideas of grass-crete being used in lieu of asphalt. 

 The principal was asked how he felt about the parking lot down in the bowl 
instead of the play field.  He reiterated how he has had discussions with the 
former principal of the school on site who stated that they were never able to use 
the playfield for school activities and the current design for the site brings the 
playfield up to the upper plateau where accessible play surfaces and fields were 
provided which were supervisable - And that the Natural hillside would still be 
available for Natural play and education.  He explained how this plan took 
advantage of a difficult site feature and made it a positive element as well as 
making the whole site useful for the school. 

 No news to report about the grant from the Parks board.  It was suggested that since 
this was a site that would be controlled by the School during the day and there would 
be limited public access, that the park board could move it further down the list.  It 
was reiterated by the Design Team that this is a School and security measures are 
paramount to the design and its first goal is to function as a school. 
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Review of Floor Plans 
 Tom Bates reviewed requirements of newly received Ed Specs as it related to the 

current plan and informed the team that pretty significant re-design would need to be 
done to make the building meet the new requirements. 

 Plan revision suggestions were as follows: 
 Idea was generated about ability to make the covered play enclosable (with walls 

that open) in lieu of making a larger gym. 
 Restrooms in Gymnasium should be moved closer to playground.  The kids would 

still need to go inside the building to access them but that having them close to 
playground was desirable. 

 Look at moving the patrol closet closer to main lobby for better access. 
 Questions were asked about before and after school access from playground 

through one set of doors and the corridor doors.  Teachers spoke up that that 
would be handled and was not a concern as there were sufficient doors to enter 
the school that it would work. 

 It was asked if the Staff Lounge was okay being on the 2nd floor – the teachers 
said that they liked this location because right now they are too accessible during 
lunch and felt like this could give them better separation. 

 The design team will review the current plan and revise according to the new 
requirements. 

 
Review of Site Landscape Plans 
 Tom Rengstorf presented two plans which he described as snapshots in time – 

everything is changing and he wanted feedback and ideas as this was his first meeting 
with the committee. 

 Scheme A had the field in an E-W direction which was not ideal for playfields but fit 
better on the site.  Scheme B showed the field in the N-S direction which moved the 
hard surface play away from the building and out to the corner of Genesee and 51st. 

 Site plan revision suggestions were as follows: 
 Hardscape closer to Gym was preferred from Scheme A 
 Hardscape from Scheme B at the top of the slope (in the courtyard ) was 

preferred.  It was discussed that the buildings corridors would intersect what was 
shown on the site instead of a continuous pathway that the public could access. 

 Outdoor classroom (amphitheater in the trees) was preferred from Scheme A 
 Kindergarten Play area was desired to reduce the distance to the playground 

from the classrooms 
 District doesn’t like open water features – No pump – No Pool – Rainwater 

features are OK. 
 Nice space desired around lower building for outdoor classroom activities 
 Amphitheater to seat 100 students – no large stage required – Rengstorf to 

gather information from new schools about how such a space is used as teachers 
have a difficult time envisioning it. 

 Gardens on the South side of the site near Genesee are nice for sunlight and are 
okay there because the kids tending them would be older students.  If they cold 
be moved closer to the building it would be desirable. 

 Community would like access from the NE corner to cross through property – 
bring some stairs down along property line – concerns were expressed about the 
proximity of this to the Kindergarten area and the potential play area there – 
separation / controlled access would be required. 
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 Ramp from the Busses needs to end at the same point as the stairs to minimize 
the crossing points in the Drop-off lane 

 Move the stair from the busses closer to the playground. 
 Concerns were stated about this crossing as well as having service vehicles use 

the same road as the parent drop off.  Rengstorf stated that it was the design 
teams job to make this all work. 

 The service yard needs to be able to serve the Kitchen – in its current location it 
does not work. – Full size trucks must be accommodated on site. 

 Gardens – 4’x10’ – one for each grade level. 
 
Janet closed the meeting by informing all that she was leaving the School District and that 
she would no longer be the representative for this project.  She expressed how much she 
had enjoyed being a part of it and knew that she was leaving the project in good hands.  
Tom Bates expressed how much she will be missed and how much of a pleasure it was 
working with her – a strong leader who was able to lead the team through the process in 
the Seattle School District. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


